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Sophomore Honors World Cultures
Mr. Kistler

Course Overview: Sophomore Honors World Cultures is a course designed to explore the non-Western cultures of our world.  The goal of the course is to help you to develop a well-informed opinion on global human issues.  We will be examining the foundation of these cultures in order to better understand our own and to empathize with those living in the world around us.  As globalization starts to integrate these diverse cultures into our own it is especially important to understand how those faraway places impact our everyday lives.  By focusing on major world issues we can begin to understand the modern human condition and begin to come up with solutions to the world’s problems.
Text: Achmad, I. (2003). World cultures: A global mosaic. (1st ed.. Vol. 1st.)  New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall.
Units:

1. Introduction to Culture
2. The Middle East

3. Sub-Saharan Africa

4. South Asia

5. East Asia

6. Southeast Asia

Note: A mid-term will take place at the conclusion of the second marking period and will include units one to three (Introduction to Culture to Sub-Saharan Africa.)  A non-cumulative final will include units four to six.  These two assessments will count as 20% of your final grade.

Classroom Guidelines:

· Be aware of how your words and deeds impact others around you.

· There are certain expectations for the work ethic of honors-level students.  Be sure to continue to uphold the reputation that comes with being one of Methacton’s best.

· Electronic devices: Cell phones, iPods, headphones, etc. should not be seen or heard during class.  You will be expected to turn them in on all assessment days and will be able to pick them up at the end of the class period.  Continual problems with this issue will be handled when necessary.

· Try your best to get to class on time.  That means being in your seat and prepared to learn when the bell rings.  If you have issues getting to class on time (e.g. your previous class is far away) please speak to me so we can work out a plan.

· Come to class prepared to learn every day.  Bring any necessary materials, a writing utensil, and any assignments that are due.

· Your expectations for the beginning of class will be shown clearly on the front board at the start of the lesson.  This may include picking up the necessary paperwork, answering review questions, or getting out an assignment to be graded.  Please begin working on this task as soon as you enter the classroom.

· Your grades will be updated on the Parent Portal.  Please keep aware of them so that there are no surprises at the end of the marking period.

· You will be given a textbook which you will be expected to cover.  We will not be using the textbook in class but you will need it for homework assignments.  Please keep it at home in a safe place.

· Complete your work to the best of your ability.  This means turning in assignments on time, completed, and neatly done.  Take pride in your work!
· Work on only history assignments in class.  Any other work will be confiscated and returned to the appropriate teacher.
· All students should be aware of the school guidelines found in the student handbook.  They apply both inside and outside of the classroom.
Website: Copies of lectures, PowerPoints, handouts, and other important documents can be found on my teacher page (accessed through Methacton High School’s website.)  You are encouraged to access them whenever necessary.
Grading Policy: Quarterly grades will be calculated by dividing the amount of points you have earned by the total available points.  For example, 93/100 = .93 = 93% = A.

89.5% and above = A
79.5%-89.4% = B

69.5%-79.4% = C

59.5%-69.4% = D

59.4% or below = F

Students will be assessed in a variety of different ways in order for them to demonstrate their knowledge.  The majority of the grade will come from assessments, projects, and homework.
Make-up Policy: Students who are absent from class for one day are expected to make up any test or quiz on the day on the day they return to class.  Generally, the time allocated for make-up work will equal the number of school days you have missed.  If you are absent I will put a “0” in the gradebook.  Since that assignment will negatively be impacting your grade, it is up to you to make up the work as soon as possible.  Missed exams will be dropped off in the CSR for you to complete before or after school or during a study hall.

I am available both before and after school.  Please let me know if you need extra help on anything covered in class and I will be happy to help you.  My e-mail address is skistler@methacton.org if you need to contact me.
